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Individuals  planning  lo  build  in  a  flood  hazard  area  as  shown  o 
the  communily's  Flood  Insurance  Rule  Map  should  c< 
local  officials  lo  learn  whai  ihc  specific  rcquircmenls  may  be  for 
siting  and  design  of  the  project.  A 


the  design  criteria  for  structures  in  floodplains  contained  in  the 
State  Building  Code,  Section  2102.0,  which  is  enforced  by  the 
local  building  official.  The  community's  Conservation  Commis- 
sion will  require  proponents  of  projects  causing  alterations  to  the 
floodplain  to  file  a  "Notice  of  Intenf ,  and  will  review  the  project 
for  compliance  with  the  Massachusetts  Wetland  Protection  Act  as 
well  as  for  any  pertinent  local  conservation  laws. 

Many  communities  have  additional  requirements  which  may 
involve  seeking  a  variance  or  special  permit  from  a  designated 
community  board  for  development  activity  in  a  floodplain. 
Seeking  variances  and  special  permits  can  be  a  lengthy  process  and 
should  be  started  as  early  as  possible. 

Is  flood  insurance  available  in 
your  community? 

Flood  insurance  is  available  for  purchase  in  most  Massachusetts 
cities  and  towns.  The  FHMP  recommends  that  you  purchase  this 
valuable  protection  if  you  live  in  or  near  a  floodplain.  Flood 
insurance  helps  protect  policy  holders  against  the  financial 
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devastation  floods  can  cause.  But,  before  flood  insurance  policies 
can  be  sold  in  a  city  or  town,  that  community  must  adopt  a 
floodplain  bylaw  consistent  with  requirements  set  forth  by  the 
Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency  and  participate  in  the 
National  Flood  Insurance  Program  (NFIP).  Call  the  FHMP  today 
to  find  out  if  your  community  is  participating. 


Westfield,  1955 


For  more  information, 
publications,  or  to  view  flood 
maps,  contact: 

Flood  Hazard  Management  Program 

Department  of  Environmental  Management 
Office  of  Water  Resources 
100  Cambridge  Street,  Room  1904 
Boston,  MA  02202 

(617)727-3267 

Photon-  cmn'tesy  of: 

•  Massachusetts  Department  of  Environmental  Management 
Division  of  Resource  Conservation 

Office  of  Water  Resources 

•  Massachusetts  Coastal  Zone  Management  Office 

•  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 

•  The  Boston  Globe 

•  The  Patriot  Ledger 

This  publication  was  supported  by  funding  from  the  Federal 
Emergency  Management  Agency  as  part  of  the  Community 
Assistance  Program/State  Support  Services  Element  of  the 
National  Flood  Insurance  Program.   The  contents  do  not  necessar 
ily  reflect  the  views  and  policies  of  the  Federal  Government. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
William  F.  Weld,  Governor 
Paul  Cellucci,  Lt.  Governor 

Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs 
Trudy  Coxe,  Secretary 

Department  of  Environmental  Management 
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